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Summer movies: Here are five
new films that aren’t retreads

A dog and his robot,
something spooky in the
forest, weirdness with
Emma Stone, Kevin
Costner out West and

a space-age rom-com.

By SEAN P. MEANS

For movie fans, summer is
the season of blockbusters — big
popcorn movies with lots of ac
tion that are designed to leave
audiences happy and satisfied,
though not necessarily intellec-
tually or emotionally challenged.

This summer promises such
franchise extensions as the the
storm-chasing “Twisters,” the
scary prequels “A Quiet Place:
Day One” and “Alien: Romulus,”
tough law enforcement in *Bad
Boys: Ride or Die” and “Beverly
Hills Cop: Axel F,* the animat-
ed “Inside Out 20 and “Despica-
ble Me 4, the horror follow-up
“Maxxxine” (which completes
the trilogy started by “X" and
“Pearl™), and the return — and

ossible redemption — of the
Marvel Cinematic Universe with
“Deadpool & Wolverine.”

And already in May, moviego-
ers have had a chance to see the
sequel “Kingdom of the Planet
of the Apes,” the prequel “Furio

Saga” and the re-
and “The

Can a movie with a new idea
succeed amid all of the retreads?
Some filmmakers hope so, and
have dotted the summer sched-
ule with movies that aim to of-
fer something new and different

Here are five new movies
coming this summer that look
to break the mold. (Al release
dates are subject to change.)

‘Robot Dreams’

May 31 » A dog, living alone in
an apartment in New York, sees a
commercial for a robot compan-
ion and buys one. That begins
Spanish director Pablo Berger's
first animated feature, an Oscar
nominee eardier this year, which
follows Dog and Robot through
their summer adventures — and
what happens when they're sepa-
rated at summer’s end. The mov-
ie whimsically and wordlessly ex-
plores friendship, memory and
the connection found in the per-
fect summer-jam song.

Five summer concerts that

Mmhmdhmwhwhlmim The four-movie series was filmed in southem Utah. mﬁﬂmb
scheduled to be released June 28 and the second on August 16.

“The Watchers'

June 7 » In this adaptation of an
AM. Shine novel, an artist (Dako-
ta Fanning) secks shelter in a for-
est in west Ireland and finds her-
self trapped with three strangers
as they're stalked by creatures at
night. The writer-director is Is-
hana Night Shyamalan, making
her feature directing debut — after
working as a second-unit director
for her father, M. Night Shyamalan,
on “Old,” and directing and writing
episodes of the series “Servant." Tsa
talent for making atmospheric, un-
settling thrillers an inherited trait?
We'llfind out. (M. Night, by the way,
also has a new movie this summer:

“Trap,” starring Josh Hartnell,
schedul

led to come out Angust 2)
“Kinds of Kindness’

June 21 » We haven't been told
much about this movie — but be-
cause it's reuniting director Yor-
gos Lanthimos with actor Emma
Stone, just after she won her sec-
ond best-actress Oscar in his “Poor
Things,” that's enough to spark in-
terest. The studio's synopsis is
cryptic: “A man seeks to break free
from his predetermined path, a cop

hunmmmwmmmhmm
? Dreams.”

Berger's animated film, “Robot

questions his wife’'s demeanor
h'rn‘f\xmﬁ'\‘nnqrppw« drown

hes f

al prophe-
sied to arencwned spiritu
al guide.” Besides Stone. ! ' cast in

chades Jesse Plemons, Willem Dafoc.
Margaret Qualley, Hong Cham, J
Alwyn, Mamouodou Athie ,.y.!li..m
erSchafer.

‘Horizon: An American

Saga’

Utah music fans will love

Slash plays the blues, Olivia

Rodrigo spills her 'Guts) New Wave
returns, Jelly Roll starts his tour,
and The Aces support Goth Babe.

By SEAN P. MEANS

Utah will not be lacking in good music
summer, with some 200 shows and

thi:

festivals playing at major venues around
the state — mostly along the Wasutch
Front

Trying to boil the summer down to a
handful of interesting shows, we picked
five concerts that look to offer something
extra. (Ticket prices could fluctuate, as
the secondary market does what it does.)

S.ER.P.ENT. Festival

It’s a given that Slash knows guitar.
So when the top-hatted guitarist (best
known for his work in Guns ‘N’ Roses)
launches the SE.RP.ENT. Festival, a
touring event celebrating the blues, you
can bet there will be guitars. The Salt
Lake City tour stop — Tuesday, July 16, st
Red Butte Garden — will feature guitar-
ists Keb” Mo’, Samantha Fish and Jackie
Venson. (Tickets, at $95 for the general
public, at redbuttegarden.com)

Ofivia Rodrigo

The 21-year-old pop star Olivia Rodrigo
is returning to Utah — where she wrote
songs on her first album, “Soor.” while

CcCoPrYy

Oivia Rodrigo wil bring her “Gerts World Tour” 1o Sakt Lake City's Delta Cernter on July 31
co-starring on “High School Musical: The Howard Jones / ABC

Musical: The Serics™ — in the middle of
a world tour behind her second album
“Guts." At Delta Center on W dnrldl\
July 31, performing songs like “Vampi
and “Bad Idea Right?", Rodrigo wi xl] b(-

staking her claim to the title of heart-

break queen. (Carrently sold out; check
deltacenter.com for secondary-market
tickets)

June 28, August 16 » Kev-

ke a four-mov-
veeping sto-
rs before
the Civil War.

10ney has gone

into the economy of southern
Utah, where the first two in-
stallments were shot last ye
and where the third is ramping
up production later this summer.
Costner leads the sprawling cast,
which includes Sienna Miller,
Jena Malone, Sam Worthington,
Giovanni Ribisi, Luke Wilson,
Danny Huston, Thomas Haden
Church and Abbey Lee. It's a big
bet, but Costner has proven be

fore thet he can make a Western
worth the risk.

“Ay Me to the Moon’

12 » Can Greg Berlanti, the
guy \\hu made Archie comics cool
and built a whole
on the CW, make the
ce sexy? WeTl find out
nti directs this rom-com
set in the 1960s, with Scarlett Jo
hansson as a marketing executive
brought in to improve NASA's pub.
lic relations — and angering the
lzunch director (Channing Tatum)
with the suggestion that, as a back-
up. they shoot fake footage of 2
moon landing Having Johansson
and Tatum creating screen chem
istry could help this movie take off
like a rocket

Slash will bring his touring SERPENT.
Festival to Red Butte Garden on July 16.

Haircut 100, which hasn't performed in
North America since 1952, when the New
w happening. (Tickets, starting at
0 plus fees, at SandyAmp.com. The
rduy show is nearly sold out)

Jeily Roll

The country sensation
name Jason Bradley DeFord) isn't just
o ng to Delta Center to perform on
y. August 27. Like Bad Bunny did
e Country singer-rapper is
his North American tour, “The
Beautifully Broken Tour,” in Salt Lake
City. (Tickets, starting at $56, at delta
venter.com.)

Goth Babe / The Aces
Goth Babe —

whose show on Tuesday

Octaber 8, at Granary Live comes near the
of the mndmn concert season — is, in
Griff Wash

but now

I" cific Northwest
remember that
,xxlh» Court

supporting Wash
tour. (Tickets, start

37.50. at gransrylive com)



